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of a professor having been boycotted because he had insulted just
one student. A professor who contracts child-marriage certainly
dishonours students and his own society. But the students,
society and all tolerate this outrage. It becomes almost impossible
to commit a particular sin if society is not prepared to tolerate it.
Therefore, public opinion should be patiently educated against
such cruel practices as child-marriage, etc., and where peaceful
boycott is possible, that weapon should be used in awakening pub-
lic opinion. And in accomplishing these tasks if the young people
are themselves pure and disciplined, they can help a lot.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 1-7-1928

5.   A VOLUNTEERS DILEMMA
A gentleman writes from Bardoli Satyagraha camp:1
The circumstances in which this gentleman is placed con-
front many in this country. The rule is that one who accepts self-
less service as one's duty would sacrifice one's family for its sake*
But even though we know this fundamental rule, we do not al-
ways find a straight principle to guide us in our conduct. Ordi-
narily the man oscillates between duty to his family and duty to
his country. Under ideal conditions these two duties are not in-
compatible, but in the present situation we often see only con-
flict between them. That is so because love of family is based
on selfishness and the family members are worshippers of selfish-
ness; therefore, as a normal course it may be suggested that one
should plunge into the service of the country after providing
for the needs of the family in accordance with the poor living
conditions in India. No one can serve the nation by leaving the
family to fend for itself. But what can be called a family? And
even in a family, who is to be maintained? This article is not
meant for him who deceives himself by regarding all his
fellow-castemen as his family. Nor is it meant for him who wishes
to feed the able-bodied members of the family who sit at home.
He who wishes to serve the country will continue his work by
remaining above reproach in such matters. It is my experience
1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had asked what
would happen to his dependants, if he took up national work or joined the
satyagraha fight without a wage. For a summary of the Bardoli case, pi<fe
Vol. XXXVI, Appendix III.